
One Man, One Woman: 

God, Marriage and Government

Background

The Scottish Government recently consulted the wider public on the issue of
same-sex marriage.  It is the intention of the Government to widen the defi-
nition of marriage to include partnerships involving people of the same sex.
It is in this context that this leaflet is produced.

What marriage is

Marriage is the name given to a unique and exclusive relationship between
man and woman which has been established by God Himself.  He established
this relationship when he created woman from man. 

Genesis 2:23-24 teaches that, after the formation of woman from
the substance of man, “Adam said: ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh
of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.’
Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh.” 

Because this all took place before the entrance of sin into the world,
this union into ‘one flesh’ was clearly God’s perfect plan for the union of man
and woman.  However, it also remains in force as God’s plan for man and

What is the role of the Government?

From all we have seen, it is plain that no government has any right whatso-
ever to redefine what marriage is.  In fact, strictly speaking, it is not even
possible to ‘redefine’ it because it is a divine institution, unchangeable and
beyond the power of man to overrule.

Governments are, indeed, themselves ordained by God (Romans
13:1): Jesus told Pilate that he would have had no authority at all if it had not
been given to him from above (John 19:10) and the Westminster Confession
of Faith states that “God, the supreme Lord an King of all the world, hath
ordained civil magistrates (governing authorities), to be, under Him, over
the people, for His own glory, and the public good” (WCF Chap. XXIII.1). 

However, although Governments are ordained by God, they are also
to be under God.  This means they are to govern according to His law.  Any
law that is passed by a government that is contrary to the Word of God is an
offense to Him and robs Him of His glory.  Such laws have no moral author-
ity or validity and are not binding on the conscience of the Christian nor
should they be recognised by a society as being law in any proper sense.   As
Peter and John stated in Acts 5:29, “We ought to obey God rather than
men.”

Positively, then, a government should protect and promote marriage out of
obedience to God and a desire for the well-being of society: ‘Righteousness
exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.’ (Prov. 14:24).  

Any attempt to alter the definition of marriage would radically alter
our society, and hasten its decline by bringing it under the severe displeas-
ure of God.
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woman in our fallen world as Jesus himself makes plain in Matthew 19:5 and
Mark 10:7,8 and as he makes plain also in speaking through the Apostles in
other parts of the New Testament (Ephesians 5:21-33).

What marriage is not

Because ‘marriage’ is a term used to describe this particular relationship
which God instituted, it follows that any other form of human relationship
which does not conform to that pattern is not marriage.  That would be the
case even if any such relationship were to be recognised by a society or a
government as being equal with marriage.   If it is not marriage in the eyes
of God then it cannot properly be called marriage or be recognised as mar-
riage. 

Also, because the state of being ‘one flesh’ is part of what marriage
is, it follows that all other sexual relationships, outside of the man-woman
marriage union, are sinful and forbidden by the Word of God.  It is important
to note that all physical heterosexual relationships outside of this pattern
are forbidden just as clearly as all physical homosexual relationships: God
condemns heterosexual sexual immorality just as He condemns homosexu-
al sexual immorality (both are condemned in the same verse in 1 Corinthians
6:9).  If homosexual activity is forbidden by God then it stands to reason that
a same-sex relationship will not be viewed by God as being a valid marriage
relationship. There is no human right to sexual relationships which are for-
bidden by God.  The only human rights are those which God Himself has
given us through His Word. 

In this particular context, it is important to emphasise that opposi-
tion to someone’s lifestyle and behaviour does not imply hatred towards
that person. It is wrong to claim that because Christians are opposed to
homosexuality that they therefore hate homosexuals – after all, parents can
be opposed to aspects of the lifestyle of their children while still loving
them.  Christians are opposed to homosexuality because it is against God’s
law.  

Why marriage is important

Marriage is important for two reasons in particular.  Primarily, it is important
because, as a relationship, it presents a picture of God’s unity and reflects his
image.  This appears in four ways.

First, just as the Persons of the Trinity share the same substance, so
man and woman are of the same substance, bone of bone and flesh of flesh. 

Second, though the three Persons are equal there is a submission on
the part of one to the other within the Trinity: the Father sends the Son
(John 3:16) and the Father and the Son send the Spirit.  Similarly, in marriage,
there is to be a willing submission of the woman to the man reflecting this
divine pattern.  Of course the man is also to love his wife as Christ loved His
church, which teaches that this submission must be in the context of the
man’s obedience to the will of God and his sacrificial love for his wife. 

Third, within the Trinity the Son is eternally begotten of the Father
(John 1:14 and 18), and the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son
(John 15:26 and Gal 4:6).  Similarly, in the creation of man and woman, the
woman was made from the substance of the man so she herself is ‘from
man’ (Gen 2:21). 

Fourth, there is a perfect love existing between the persons of the
Trinity.  This love is reflected in the love between man and woman within
this distinctive marriage relationship.  This helps us to understand the com-
plementary physical form of man and woman – reflecting the loving unity
within the Godhead – and just as the Son has always lived towards the
Father in adoration, rejoicing in His face (John 1:1 – which reads, literally, that
the ‘Word was towards God’) so man and woman are to live towards one
another physically, emotionally, and spiritually in a harmony which reflects
the harmony within the Trinity itself. 

An attack on marriage, then, is nothing less than an assault upon God

himself.

Second, Marriage is important because it is designed to function as the pri-
mary and foundational social unit upon which all other social institutions are
to be built. The physical union which expresses the oneness of man and
woman, and which is exclusive to marriage, is the means by which the race
of mankind is propagated.  God intended and wills that children be born and
nurtured within the oneness of marriage.  God’s command to Adam and Eve
was to “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.” (Gen 1:28).  So,
each generation births and nurtures the next.

It is upon this social unit of marriage, then, that all other social units
are built – such as the home, the school, the church and the community. 

An attack on marriage, then, is an attack on all of these: it is an assault

upon the home, the school, the church, and the community. 

An attack on marriage, is an assault upon the home, the school, the church, the community 
and is nothing less than an assault upon God himself.


