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Family worship, a joy to be experienced every day! 

Let’s Worship God

Day after day... 
Ezra read from 

the book of the Law.  
And their joy 

was very great!

At the start of the Reformation of the Church in Scotland in 1557, 

John Knox wrote to his congregation before going into exile and said, 

“You are bishops and kings;  your wife, children, servants, and 

family are your bishopric and charge. Of you it shall be 

required how carefully and diligently you have instructed 

them in God’s true knowledge . . . 

And therefore I say, you must make them partakers in, exhorting, 

and in making common prayers, which I would in every house 

were used once a day at least.”

6th-11th May 2013
Romans



Romans 5:9-11  -  Unchanging Relationship

�It is the shedding of Christ�s blood that has secured our justification.  It fol-

lows that there is no danger of our suffering the wrath to come.  Seeing that

we are justified at such a cost, would He ever let us be damned?  It is

unthinkable and impossible!  What hope we have!

When we were far from God, we were brought near by the death

of His Son.  If He did such good to us when we were sinners and enemies,

it is certain that He will do even more good to us now that we are His

friends.  His death secured our reconciliation.  How much more shall His

life secure our final salvation!

The Christian life is a life of joy!  God is a reconciling Father who

has brought us near in Christ.  The atonement, the reconciliation, is com-

plete.  Salvation is a present reality.  Our hearts should be bursting with joy,

gratitude, and appreciation.  The gospel of the grace of God in Christ has

made us very rich indeed.  

Our justification, our peace with God, and our access into His

royal presence, are in no way affected by our circumstances.  The troubles

of this life develop our Christian character, but these three things remain

unaltered and unalterable.  There is never a time when I am more or less

right with God, more or less at peace with Him, or more or less welcome

to approach Him.  These things rest on Christ�s finished work, and so my

relationship to God always remains the same.  Difficulties, and my reaction

to them, mean that there are days when I am less holy than on other days.

There are times when my obedience and spirituality are greater than at

other times.  But my relationship with God remains unchanged.  My

acceptance is complete.�

1. What are some of things Christ does for us after we are saved?

2. Does our relationship with God change with our circumstances?

Ps. 38:7-13

1. Pray for the preaching and hearing of God�s Word tomorrow.

2. Pray for a member of your church as per the congregational list. 

3  Pray for family matters.

Romans 4:9-12  -  Circumcision and Justification

� Verse 9 - There are always those who want to believe that justification is

by faith plus something else.  The Jews thought Abraham was justified by

faith but also by circumcision.  But justification is by faith alone, and we

are going to look at how Paul demonstrates this.  

Verse 10 - When Abraham was considered righteous, in what state

was he?  Was he circumcised or uncircumcised at the time?  He was uncir-

cumcised.  He was not circumcised until fourteen years later.

Verse 11 - His circumcision, when it came, was but the outward

sign and seal of the righteous standing with God which he had enjoyed for

some time.  It was by faith that he was justified, without any reference to

circumcision at all.  These facts about Abraham show that circumcision and

uncircumcision are irrelevant as far as a person�s standing before God is

concerned.  What hope for the Gentiles there is here!  God is their God.  

Verses 11-12  -  The Jews say that Abraham is their father, and that

nobody else enjoys this privilege.  They are wrong.  Abraham is the father

of uncircumcised believers, for he himself was in that condition when he

was justified.  And he is the father of circumcised believers.  This is not

because they have a circumcision like his, but because they have a faith like

his.  

Those who are justified by faith are the children of Abraham.

They are his true descendants.  Circumcision then, had nothing to do with

Abraham�s justification and its accompanying blessings.

1. What did the Jews think about Abraham?

2. How was Abraham justified?

Ps. 37:7-12

1. Give thanks for the church.

2. Pray for a member of your church as per the congregational list. 

3  Pray for family matters.
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And hope does not put us to

shame, because God�s love has

been poured into our hearts

through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us.
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Romans 5:3-8  -  Suffering and Love

�We are not yet in heaven.  Meanwhile affliction is promised to us through-

out our remaining days on earth.  Does not all this trouble take the edge off

our joy?  Not at all!  In fact we rejoice in difficulties!  This is because trou-

ble produces endurance.  This in turn, produces a tried and mature Christian

character which leads to increasing hope.

In this way everything that we suffer causes us to look more and

more towards the heavenly inheritance which is waiting for us.  This hope

is a certain hope - a hope which, if it did not materialise, would make us

ashamed.  But there is no possibility that we shall be ashamed or disap-

pointed in this way; for as we grow in hope we also become increasingly

assured, by the Spirit who is active in our hearts, that God loves us.  This is

clearer to us in the hard times than the easy times.  The troubles of this

world stir up our hope of, and our longings for, heaven.  The more the world

turns its back on us, the more sure we are that God loves us.  

Where do you find the proof that God loves you?  We do not find

it in circumstances, but in Calvary.  We were without strength, unable to

save ourselves, powerless, and lost.  It was when we were in that condition

that Christ died for us - although we were ungodly, undeserving, and under

condemnation.  That is love!  It�s hard to imagine human love acting like

that.  Sometimes someone will die to save an exceptional person.  The proof

and measure of God�s love is that while we were still sinners (with all that

that means) Christ died for us.  We were unrighteous, deliberately and inex-

cusably wicked, and perverted within and without.  We were God�s ene-

mies.  Yet Christ died for us!  The cross is a demonstration of love without

parallel.  It is the overwhelming evidence that God loves us.  

1. What do trials produce?

2. What is the evidence that God loves us?

Ps. 38:1-6

1. Give thanks for the love of God.

2. Pray for a member of your church as per the congregational list. 

3  Pray for family matters.

Romans 4:13-15  -  Justification and the Law

�Verse 13 - Do you remember that Abraham was promised that all the fam-

ilies of the earth would be blessed in him?  Who are those who enter into

that promise?  Who are those that are accepted by God as he was?  The

answer is - not those who keep the Law, but those who are righteous by

means of faith.

Verse 14 - God gave Abraham this promise 430 years before He

gave the Law.  You cannot make a promise, and then say later that its ful-

filment depends upon a law which was not even mentioned at the time

when you made the promise.  If you do that, the promise ceases to be a

promise.  It simply becomes a statement which may or may not be true,

depending on whether the unmentioned conditions are kept.

God�s promise was a plain promise, without conditions.  It

pledged that Abraham�s descendants would enter into Abraham�s blessing.

The promise did not mention the Law, and its fulfilment in no way depends

on it.  You do not enter into Abraham�s blessings by keeping the Law.  You

enter into them by some other way.  It can only be the way by which

Abraham himself entered - by faith.  

Verse 15 - Those who try to keep the Law fail.  They merely suc-

ceed in calling down the wrath of God upon themselves.  The Law defines

what sin is.  Where there is no law, there can be no violation of law.  Where

there is no definition of sin, there can be no such thing as sin.  But once the

Law exists, it is seen to have been broken.  Your sin is clear.  At the same

time it becomes equally clear that it is impossible to get right with God by

keeping the Law.  Abraham�s true descendants are those who have

Abraham�s faith.  It is those whom God has promised to justify.

1. What promise did God give Abraham?

2. How did Abraham enter into this promise?

Ps. 37:13-18

1. Pray for the salvation of family and friends.

2. Pray for a member of your church as per the congregational list. 

3  Pray for family matters.
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Romans 5:1-2  -  Immediate Blessings

�Hand in hand with justification go all sorts of blessings.  What are they?

Paul now explains.  The first blessing is peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ (verse 1).  God was angry with us.  His wrath and judgement

were accumulating against us.  We, like the world, were guilty before God.

But now God has been propitiated by what He did in Christ.  The anger and

punishment which were due to fall on us have fallen on our Substitute

instead.  By faith, His righteousness has been credited to our account.

There is no punishment for us to bear.  God finds no cause for condemna-

tion in us.  Instead, we meet with His wholehearted approval.  His wrath

towards us has been removed.  We are at peace with Him through Christ.  

The second blessing is access by faith into this grace in which we

stand (verse 2).  We are not just people over whom God�s wrath no longer

hangs, but we are those who have credited to our accounts a righteousness

which positively commends us to God.  He has finished being angry with

us, and instead He approves and receives us.  We have been brought by

Christ into a place of royal favour and gracious acceptance by God.  We

have been introduced into the King�s presence, for we have on the Prince�s

robe!  In this life we can talk to God, walk with Him, and enjoy Him.  

We can also rejoice in hope of the glory of God (verse 2).  We may

enjoy God in this life, but when we die, will He reject us?  No!  He has no

grounds to do so.  In Christ our acceptance is unqualified and eternal.  He

will receive us into His glorious dwelling place.  This is certain, but it has

not yet happened.  We do not wait for the outpouring of His wrath, but

rather for the unveiling of His glory.  The assurance of this is one of the

immediate blessings which accompany justification.  

1. What are three immediate blessings of justification?

2. What assurance do we have?

Ps. 37:25-31

1. Give thanks that we have peace with God through Christ.

2. Pray for a member of your church as per the congregational list. 

3  Pray for family matters.

Romans 4:16-25  -  Abraham�s Faith

�Verse 16 - Abraham�s justification, and the blessings that went with it,

were not earned.  They became his by faith.  They were given to him by

God�s grace.  The way that God dealt with him is the way that He deals with

all his descendants.  These descendants are not limited to the Jews, who

possess the Law.  They consist of all those who have a faith like Abraham�s.

All believers may look upon themselves as his descendants.  

Verse 17 - Abraham is called the father of many nations because

he is the father of all believers, Jew and Gentile alike.  Abraham believed

that God is the One who gives life to the dead, and calls into being that

which does not exist.  

Verses 18-19 - God had promised that Abraham would be the

father of many nations, and that the number of his descendants would be

immense.  Because God said this, Abraham believed it, although, humanly

speaking, there was no hope of its ever coming true.  At that stage he and

Sarah were too old to have children.

Verses 20-22 - Abraham knew what God had said, and he knew

the obstacles to it happening.  He concluded that God was able to do what

He had said, despite everything which appeared to be in the way.  He com-

mitted himself to believing what God had said.  That was faith!  And by that

faith, God attributed righteousness to him.  

Verses 23-25 - The principle on which Abraham was justified does

not apply to him alone.  It holds good for all believers.  In the Bible, a per-

son is considered to have saving faith when he knows the truth necessary

to save him, assents to it, rests upon it, and trusts to it.  It is important to

examine ourselves to see if we have such faith.  

1. What did God tell Abraham?

2. How are we justified?

Ps. 37:19-24

1. Pray for a faith like Abraham�s.

2. Pray for a member of your church as per the congregational list. 

3  Pray for family matters.
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