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It’s a real cause for

thanksgiving 

and joy that we are

able to launch this

new magazine for

the Reformed

Presbyterian Church

of Scotland.  

On the 1st July 1864 the first edition of The Reformed

Presbyterian Witness was published by the Reformed

Presbyterian Church of Scotland.  The opening article

stated that the object of that Magazine is: “to promote

in every way in its power the interests of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church in Scotland... But whilst exhibiting

and promoting of the principles of the Church will be

leading object of the “WITNESS”,  matters of general

interest will not be overlooked.  The great doctrines of

grace will be exhibited and the great practical duties of

religion will be taught and enforced...  We are not

ashamed of Reformed Presbyterianism but neither are

we indifferent to the interests of religion generally.”

Sadly in December 1966 that noble goal was, due to a

lack of resources, brought to an end.   The Reformed

Presbyterian Witness was then amalgamated with the

Irish RP Church Covenanter and a new magazine The

Covenanter Witness was born in January 1967.  

Whilst rendering an invaluable service to those in the

RPCS over the past 45 years, ‘The Covenanter’ as it is

affectionately known, was obviously not in a position to

achieve what a dedicated Scottish publication could.

With this publication of Good News we hope to address

that issue.  

We genuinely thank the Reformed Presbyterian Church

of Ireland and in particular the Editorial Committee of

the Covenanter Witness for allowing us to be co-opted

for the past fourty-five years. 

It is our intention and prayerful desire that this new mag-

azine will declare, clearly and positively, the glorious

Good News of new life in Christ in all its facets.  We have

an amazing inheritance in the Christian Faith to proclaim,

and that will be the focus of this publication.  The tone

and tenure of this magazine will be the positive promo-

tion of the cause of Christ in Scotland. 

We trust that you will really enjoy and benefit from read-

ing Good News.

In Christ,

Andrew

GoodNews
editorial
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What defines a Reformed Presbyterian

today?  Is it the fact that we sing only

psalms in our worship of God?  Is it the

fact that we have an unbroken heritage

back to the 2nd Reformation in

Scotland?  Whilst we certainly delight in

these aspects of our church life, they

do not and should not define who we

are.  Why?  Because these things have

never defined what Reformed

Presbyterianism is.  Our inheritance is

far more glorious, extensive, and chal-

lenging than the mere expression of

some of its parts.

In Psalm 16:6 David writes,

“Surely I have a delightful inheritance.”

If not close to death, David was certain-

ly in very grave danger, and in this con-

text he writes of how he finds his secu-

rity in God.  David delights in the Lord

and in His people - “Surely I have a

delightful inheritance.”

Our Inheritance 
a glorious future reality!

Inheritance is a theme that runs effort-

lessly through the Old Testament and

into the New.  This is seen in the words

of Jesus when He speaks in Matthew

25:34 of the inheritance that will be

received by those who know and love

Him on the day of judgement.  What a

glorious inheritance that will be.  An

inheritance which we will delight in

with everyone in the world who has

been truly converted.  Regardless of

which church or denomination we are

from, or which century we lived in,

everyone who has experienced the

mercy and saving grace of God will  be

with Christ in eternity.  We will all share

and delight in that inheritance because

it is kept in heaven for us, as the apos-

tle Peter so eloquently tells us in his

first letter.  “An inheritance that is

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,

kept in heaven for you, who by God’s

power are being guarded through faith

for a salvation ready to be revealed in

the last time.” (Ist Peter chapter 1:4,5).

That’s the future glorious inheritance

which awaits us all.  

Our Inheritance 
a glorious present truth!

But what of our  present inheritance?

What has God given to us in the here

and now?  He has given us the glorious

truth of the Christian faith.  God has

revealed to all mankind in the

Scriptures of the Old and New

Testaments what faith is.  But God has

gone far beyond that, for He communi-

cates saving faith to our souls.   This is

the faith which we receive, believe, and

by His grace, exercise in our souls. 

This Christian faith is what has been

handed down to us in the Reformed

Presbyterian Church.   This is a faith

which has both been deposited in God’s

Word, and  exercised in the RP Church

continuously throughout its three hun-

dred year-old existence.  And it goes

way back beyond that, for Reformed

Presbyterianism is apostolic

Christianity.  The ‘faith’ which we have

received and desire to exercise in our

souls every day, is exactly the same

‘faith’ that has been handed down

through the centuries from the  apos-

tles.  It is the historic, universal Christian

faith which has been believed through-

out the world since the time of the Lord

Jesus Christ.  It is the Reformation

Christianity of Calvin and Knox.  It is the

evangelical Christianity of Whitefield

and Edwards.  The idea that we are a

tiny community on the fringes of

Christianity is simply a nonsense.  It may

be true that we are numerically irrele-

vant, but the Christian faith which has

been handed down to us as our inheri-

tance, the Christian faith which we are

to declare to the world today, places us

at the heart of the Christian Church.

The idea that we are merely peddlers of

a historically outdated way of doing

church is silly.  Reformed

Presbyterianism is Biblical Christianity.

What we confess and teach are not the

historic doctrines of some church, they 

are the historic doctrines of Christ’s

Church.  Yes, there is much we must do

in terms of living up to and delighting in

our inheritance.  However the fact is

simple, we in the RP Church do hold to

truths that are at the very heart of

Biblical Christianity.

Our Inheritance 
a fact we need to grasp!
There are five reasons why we really

need to get our heads round and grasp

the reality of who we are and what our

true inheritance is.
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1. For us.
Going back to Psalm 16, David, having

reminded himself just how truly blessed

he was, “the lines have fallen for me in

pleasant places; indeed I have a beauti-

ful inheritance”, was then able to go on

and express his sheer delight and joy in

the Lord.   Why?  Because this rekindled

knowledge now addresses his previous

anxiety.  Though close to death, he says

“I shall not be shaken” because the

Lord is always before him, his flesh

dwells secure, and his soul will not be

abandoned to Sheol.  It’s what he

knows about his inheritance that

emboldens him for what lies ahead.

As John  Owen once wrote,

and I loosely paraphrase,  ‘our great

problem is not our lack of effort in the

Christian life but rather our unacquaint-

edness with our privileges in Christ.’   If

we could get who we are in Christ, and

develop and maintain the habit of abid-

ing in Him, then our lives would be

marked much more by joy, whatever

our circumstances.

2. For our children
If you are a parent, then you will know

that above everything else in life you

cherish one thing and that is the salva-

tion of your children.  There are many

things in life that you would like, there

are probably a few things you really

want, but the one thing that you are

truly desperate to see is the conversion

of those whom you have raised in your

own home.  Your desire for them is that

they would be brought from death to

life, that they would, by God’s grace,

enter into the kingdom of life by exer-

cising the Christian faith that they have

heard declared to them.

No one would dispute that

desire, but surely it goes beyond that.

Do we not also want the best for our

children when it comes to the Christian

life?  We certainly want the  best for

them in other spheres of life whether it

be in terms of their education, career,

and marriage partner.   We certainly

would not say that we are the only

Christians in Scotland, nor would we

say that we are the only inheritors of

the Christian faith.   But surely we

believe that what we have and are

receiving is the best teaching available

otherwise would we not go elsewhere?

Given what we say we believe that God

has done for us in the person of His only

Son, for us to settle for second or third

best, it makes no sense.  We only have

one life, and we will surely want to live

that one life to its fullest in love for and

obedience to the God who has made us

alive in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

And if this is the case for ourselves, can

we truly say that we will be content if

our children are getting less than what

we are?  Is that the way parenting

works?  Surely it is this inheritance that

we have received which we will want

our children to receive and own for

themselves.

3.  For other Christians
As has already been said, the RP Church

is not the sole custodian of the

Christian faith, but we believe that

what we teach is truly Biblical.   Sadly, is

it not the case that there are thousands

of Christians in Scotland who know

really very little about who God truly is

and the way He wants to be worshiped

and served?  The problem is that they

are just not being fed from the Word of

God.  They are like sheep wandering all

over the place.   The onus is on us to get

our heads round just how privileged we

have been and begin to declare this

Christian faith as we know it, so that

these wandering sheep may be brought

into a fold where they will find food

and shelter from the world.

4. For the multitudes who are
lost
What of the masses that are making

their way aimlessly through life without

hope because they are without God?

Men and women who need to be

taught the whole counsel of God.

Broken, hurt people, who need a real

community who will embrace them and

love them as Christ loves.  People are

crying out for the reality which we have

experienced.  Yes, we may be small in

number, but we have an inheritance

that is truly remarkable, and if we will

but declare and live it to the world,

then Christ, in His own time, will build

for the Father’s glory.

5. For our Father’s  glory

The inheritance is not ours.  It doesn’t

reflect any credit on us.  As David writes

in Psalm 44 verse 3: “For not by their

own sword did they win the land nor

did their own arm save them, but your

right hand and your arm, and the light

of your face, for you delighted in

them.”

Let’s be clear, we have this glorious

inheritance of the Christian faith solely

because God has given it to us.  All the

praise, honour, and glory that arises

from our commending it to our chil-

dren, other Christians, and the world

therefore belongs solely and wholly  to

him. 

This series of articles have been adapted by 
Andrew Quigley from a series of sermons preached

by Rev. Edward Donnelly, with his permission.
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In June 2010 the Airdrie RP Congregation began afternoon

services in Glasgow out of a desire to see Christ establish an

RP congregation in the city once again.   This step of faith,

supported by the RPCS Presbytery, was realised on Lord's

Day morning 22nd May 2011 when over 100 people gathered in

Thornwood Primary School for the formal constitution of the

new Glasgow RP Church. 

Many in the congregation, drawn from Airdrie, Stranraer, and

Glasgow had a real sense of just how privileged they were,

conscious of the fact that it has been 140 years since the last

RP Church was established in Scotland. 

The Rev. Andrew Quigley preached on the theme of ‘The

Christian Faith, our glorious inheritance in Christ’. He made

the point that for too long the RP Church in Scotland had

been known for what it did not do.  That, he said, was chang-

ing.  Now we are becoming known as a Church which pro-

claims the gospel of Christ.  A Church which is prayerfully

expecting and working to see men, women, young people,

and children converted and then conformed to the image of

Christ.  

The Rev. Gerald Milligan, Moderator of Presbytery, then put

the terms of membership of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church of Scotland to the 20 men and women who were

becoming members.  The Church was then formally constitut-

ed by the Rev. Milligan as he led the congregation in prayer.

After the singing of Psalm 72, Rev. Kenneth Stewart, the

newly appointed organising minister, led in prayer and pro-

nounced the benediction. 

The new congregation has been averaging in th 40s at both

morning and evening worship which is a cause for great

thanksgiving.  We also know of another dozen or so people

who have indicated that they will be coming to the church

from the middle of June on.    
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On Saturday the 28th May, Reformation Tours, a ministry of

Presbytery, ran another Reformation Tour for those in the

Scottish RP Church. 

Thirty men, women, and children from the Airdrie

and Glasgow RP churches gathered bright and early in Airdrie

for the day trip.   Our first stop was in the village of Sanqhuar,

where in  22 June 1680 Richard Cameron and twenty horse-

men rode into the town, and having sung a psalm, they read

what became known as the Sanquhar declaration.  In it,

Cameron and his followers, rejected the authority of Charles

II because of his covenant breaking and harsh rule. 

Then it was on to Anwoth and the church where

Samuel Rutherford, the famous Westminister Divine and

author, had ministered in the 1600’s.   

In Wigtown we were joined by some of the mem-

bers of the Stranraer RP congregation and together we made

our way out to the graves of Margaret Wilson and Margaret

MacLauchlan.  These two woman had been drowned on 11

May 1685 in the Solway Firth because of their refusal to deny

Christ in their adherence to the Covenants and the

Reformation.    It was at the memorial stone that we sang

Psalm 25, and the Rev. Kenneth Stewart led us in prayer. 

It was a great day out, when many of us learned

something more of the Lord’s work in Scotland in the past.  It

was also a day when we were able to look around and see

those whom Christ has brought into the church in the past

year and were encouraged by what Christ is doing in Scotland

today.
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‘A rose is a rose is a rose,’

or so they say. But are all

roses the same? 

There are actually a hundred different

species of roses, and they are not all

alike.  

What about worship songs?

Should we suppose that ‘a hymn is a

hymn is a hymn’?  In the church today,

we have many different kinds of praise

songs.  We have modern choruses, like

Our God is an Awesome God (by Rich

Mullins).  We have classic hymns, like

Henry F. Lyte’s Abide with Me.  And we

have the Psalms.

We often throw these songs

together in our worship services with

the assumption that they all accomplish

the same purpose—as though ‘a hymn

is a hymn is a hymn.’  But actually, there

is a profound difference between what

the Psalms accomplish in worship and

what other kinds of devotional songs

can accomplish.  There are at least two

characteristics of the Psalms that make

them uniquely powerful for modern

Christian worship.  

In order to demonstrate these

two, distinctive features of the Psalms,

I’d like to take you back to the hymn-

writing workshops of King David,

described in 1 Chronicles 25.  In that pas-

sage, we learn two features that distin-

guish the Psalms from the hymns pro-

duced today.

Hymns that are inspired

The first lesson we learn is that the

hymns of the temple were divinely

inspired.  In 1 Chronicles 25:1–7, we are

told no fewer than four times that

prophetic inspiration was a prerequisite

for writing worship songs in David’s

workshops.

In verse 1, we read that Asaph,

Heman, and Jeduthun “prophesied

with lyres, harps, and cymbals.”  The

text asserts this same point again for

each of these three hymnwriters, indi-

vidually (vv. 2, 3, and 5).  With fourfold

repetition we are told that Israel’s hym-

nwriters were divinely inspired.

Other passages in Scripture

confirm this pattern, that Old

Testament worship songs were divinely

inspired (e.g., Exod. 15:1; Deut. 31:19; Ps.

40:3; 2 Sam. 23:1–2).  This is one feature

that sets apart the Psalms from all

other songs composed in the church.

Some modern hymnwriters

may be better poets than their counter-

parts in ancient Israel.  Some of the

songs produced in recent centuries

may be easier to understand than the

Biblical Psalms.  But the church treas-

ures the Psalms because they alone are

inspired.

The fourth century church

father, Athanasius of Alexandria (c.

293–373), wrote, “Do not let anyone

amplify these words of the Psalter with

persuasive phrases of the profane [i.e.,

the uninspired], and do not let him

attempt to recast or completely change

the words…Their expressions [are]

superior to those we construct…[for it

is] the Spirit who speaks in the saints…

[to] render assistance to us.”

If we want only ‘clear’, ‘gentle’

songs in church, then we certainly can

do a lot better than the angst, verbosi-

ty, ritual language, and oft obscure

word pictures of the Psalms.  But if we

are looking for hymns that instruct our

faith and ground our souls in truth,

there are no hymns more exciting than

the inspired Psalms.

Songs often do as much as ser-

mons (if not more) to shape our faith.

The Scriptures preached and the

Psalms sung provide an ideal curriculum

for shaping the faith of the church.  In a

sense, congregational singing is that

part of the service when the whole

church takes part in preaching to one

another (Col. 3:16).

If the church today is to expe-

rience modern reformation, a return to

sound preaching ought to be joined

with a recovery of Psalm singing.  King

David went to great pains to set up

hymn workshops in the temple that

produced inspired hymns for God-fear-

ing worship.

page 8

Sing To The Lord!

The Psalms sung provide 

an ideal curriculum 

for shaping the faith 

of the church.



Hymns that are king-led

There is a second prerequisite of hymn-

writing in the guilds of King David.  The

songs prepared in the temple work-

shops were all king-led.  Temple hymn-

writers needed to have the king’s impri-

matur on each of the hymns they com-

posed.

In 1 Chronicles 25:1, King David

exercised his authority to appoint hym-

nwriters for God’s worship.  What is

more significant, verse 2 tells us David

continued to oversee the hymnwriters’

work after their appointment.  Asaph

‘prophesied under the direction [lit.,

under the hand] of the king.’  A second

time it is stated in verse 6, that each of

the three chiefs laboured ‘under the

order [lit., under the hand] of the king.’

King David did not just set up these

guilds and leave them to their work.  He

maintained ongoing, royal oversight of

their hymn production.

David was ‘the sweet psalmist

of Israel’ (2 Sam. 23:1); these men were

his ‘ghostwriters’ so to speak, aiding

him in what remained fundamentally

his own responsibility.  Others helped

David and his heirs in the production of

Psalms for worship, but the whole col-

lection is rightly called ‘the Psalms of

David’ because they all speak ‘in the

king’s voice.’

This is a second facet of what

a Psalm facilitates in worship.  In

Biblical worship, it is the king who leads

the congregation into worship, and it is

the king’s own songs that the congre-

gation sings with him.  This principle is

seen in the royal oversight of the hymn

workshops of 1 Chronicles 25.  It is also

seen in the pattern of worship

described throughout the Scriptures.

Moses composed and led the

first congregational hymns recorded in

the Bible (Exod. 15:1–21; Deut.

31:30–32:47).  Joshua continued song-

leadership after Moses (Deut. 32:44;

Josh. 10:12–13).  The duties of the

judges God raised up after Joshua

appear to have included hymn-writing

and leading in praise (e.g., Judg. 5:1–31).

When Israel requested a king, God iden-

tified Saul through musical inspiration

(1 Sam. 10:5, 9–13).  After Saul’s death,

David was also introduced through

song leadership (2 Sam. 1:17–27).

Although there is no single list of the

king’s duties recorded in Scripture, it is

evident that leading in song was a reg-

ular task of Israel’s ruler—even before

King David.

It is David’s prolific song writ-

ing that is most familiar to us.  King

David not only composed Psalms, he

also led the people in singing (2 Sam.

6:5–16; 1 Chr. 15–16).  Solomon contin-

ued the practice of writing hymns once

he ascended to the throne (e.g., Ps. 72;

127; cf., 1 Kgs. 4:32).  Likewise, other

kings in David’s line continued the prac-

tice (e.g., Hezekiah’s psalm in Isa.

38:10–20).

Granted, there were other

songs in ancient Israel in addition to

king-led praises.  Other passages

demonstrate a rich culture of song

throughout the history of Israel (e.g.,

Gen. 31:27; Num. 21:27–30; Judg. 11:34; 1

Sam. 2:1–10; 18:7; Lam. 5:14; S. of S. 1–8;

Amos 6:5; Luke 1:46–55; 15:25; 1 Tim.

3:16).  The ruler did not possess a

monopoly on song writing in Israel.  But

whenever we find examples of the con-

gregation gathered in public worship, it

is consistently with the songs of the

ruler on their lips.  The ruler consistent-

ly led in gathered worship.  And the

Book of Psalms provides the songs of

the Davidic throne for God’s people.

The New Testament continues

this pattern of king-led praise, with the

greatest Son of David as our new Song

Leader using the Psalms.  For example,

the book of Hebrews teaches us,

‘[Jesus] ... is not ashamed to call them

brothers, saying, “I will tell of your

name to my brothers; in the midst of

the congregation I will sing your

praise”’ (Heb. 2:11–12, quoting Ps.

22:22).  It is King Jesus who takes the

Davidic Psalms to his lips and sings

them ‘in the midst of the congrega-

tion’—and he invites us to join his

songs with him (cf., Mk. 12:35–37; Act

2:25–31).

No other kind of song can do

that.  Fanny Crosby’s songs edify our

faith.  William Cowper’s praises help

verbalise the awe in our hearts for the

sacrifice of Christ.  Such poets have

made tremendous contributions to

Christian devotion.  But it is only in the

Psalms that Jesus Himself, our priestly

king, leads our praise.

These are the two unique fea-

tures of the Psalms: they are the

church’s only inspired hymns, and they

are the church’s only Christ-led hymns.

May God grant that the church today

will rediscover the blessings of singing

Jesus’ songs with Him in worship!

Michael LeFebvre,

Minister of  Christ Church Reformed

Presbyterian, (RPCNA) 

Indiana, USA 

This article is adapted from chapter two of

Michael’s book Singing the Songs of Jesus

published by Christian Focus Publications,

www.christianfocus.com and is used with

their permission.
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If you have not been keeping up with new film releases or

reading the cinema reviews, you may well have missed it.   Life

in a Day is a documentary that began as a YouTube spin-off

designed to provide a portrait of global life on a single day

(July 24, 2010), put together from videos generated by

YouTube users.  It in fact mushroomed into something rather

grander – a panorama of modern human life around the

world.

In order to provide material for the film YouTube users were

asked, while filming their video diaries on that July day, to

answer three questions: ‘What do you love?  What do you

fear?  What’s in your pockets?’  It’s a measure of

how such technological innovations have spread

across the world that 80,000 YouTube users in

153 countries uploaded 4500 hours of video

footage.  For someone scribbling an editorial with

a free biro, these are amazing statistics.  From such raw mate-

rial Life in a Day was assembled.

As we might expect the answers to ‘What do you love?’ were

diverse, reflecting people’s ability to love all manner of things,

animate and otherwise.  Rather more interesting is the fact

that in answer to ‘What do you fear?’ everyone included

death.  Age, ethnicity, socio-economic class, geographical

location: no factor made a difference to the universally

acknowledged fear of death.

That will not come as a great surprise to anyone attuned to

what the Bible has to say on the subject of death.  More of

that in a moment.  More surprising, however, is the general

optimism that pervades the contributions to the project.  The

film’s producer commented that ‘people in the film, no mat-

ter how tough their circumstances, were overwhelmingly

positive about life.  In fact … we were desperately trying to

find something, anything, dark to help balance the narrative,

but we really struggled.  People were simply inherently posi-

tive’.  What are we to make of all this?

Universal fear of death is something we should expect.  At the

simplest level, death is inescapable: nobody who thinks seri-

ously about the subject can really contemplate cheating

death indefinitely.  It’s there, waiting, sooner or later.  How it

will come is naturally a source of anxiety, fear, even terror.

How much pain?  How long to endure?  When?  In that context

we may understand, though we would not endorse, calls for

the timing of death to be put in each individual’s hands

through the legalisation of euthanasia.

Death is, of course, ‘the wages of sin’, a death that embraces

much more than the cessation of physical life and a return to

the dust.  Death in its full Biblical sense involves spiritual

death: separation from God, the source of all that is good, the

one whose fellowship is ‘life in its fullness’.  Unless divine

grace intervenes, that death will become everlasting.  There is

plenty of cause to fear death, with the deepest reasons often

operating below the level of consciousness.

But whence the positivity?  Self-reporting is of course not

always reliable and it may be that the less positive didn’t offer

their thoughts to the film makers.  That cannot explain the

overwhelming optimism entirely.  For some it may well have

been due to religious faith.  It would seem that for many,

however, an underlying fear of death is not generally allowed

to colour people’s thinking too much.  Perhaps it is kept

locked up in an obscure corner of people’s minds so that they

can avoid thinking about it or facing up to its implications for

living.  We can all slide into the attitude that if we don’t think

about something unpleasant, it won’t happen.  Unsurprisingly

people don’t want to think about death if they can possibly

avoid it.

That must have implications for our evangelism, since we

have the only true answer to death in the good news of a cru-

cified and risen Saviour.  It is a message that gives us true

hope for time and eternity, not a self-generated optimism

with no solid foundation, which will ultimately prove to be an

illusion.

Rev. Dr. David McKay
Shaftesbury Square RPCI 

Belfast, N. Ireland

Take

a different

Unsurprisingly people don’t want to think about

death if they can possibly avoid it.
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Whilst we do not live in the past, it is important to know our
church history, as one prominent author has written, 
‘we need to be refreshed, challenged and nourished by our past.’

Reformation History 

Patrick Hamilton
the f irst martyr of the Scottish Reformation

Patrick Hamilton was the first martyr of

the Scottish Reformation. He was born

into a rich family in 1504, at a time when

the country was in deep spiritual dark-

ness. Hamilton went to university in

Paris where he heard about the teach-

ings of Martin Luther.  Luther had been

a priest but was now teaching and writ-

ing about the corruption and false

teaching of the Roman Catholic

Church.  Luther was shocking everyone

by declaring that men and women

could only get to Heaven by putting

their faith in Jesus Christ, and not by

their good works.  He said that people

should be allowed to read the Bible for

themselves to see if what he was say-

ing was true.

After f inishing university in

France, Hamilton came home and

became a Professor at the University of

St Andrews. Luther's books were

banned but many copies of them were

still available, along with the first trans-

lation of the Bible from Greek into

English by William Tyndale (1526).

Hamilton became convinced that

Luther's teachings were from the Bible

and was converted. However St

Andrews was the centre of Roman

Catholicism in Scotland at this time,

and his new beliefs attracted the atten-

tion of Archbishop James Beaton.

Twenty-three years old Hamilton was

not yet ready to take on the Roman

Catholic Church, so he fled to Germany.

However, while in Germany he became

determined to go back to Scotland to

preach the good news, even though he

knew it would be to risk his life.  Patrick

therefore returned home and devoted

himself to preaching.  His brother and

sister both became believers through

his preaching and many others fol-

lowed. Archbishop Beaton quickly

became aware of his return however

and summoned Patrick to appear

before him.  His accusers allowed him

to preach openly in the university for

about a month, hoping that he would

give them more evidence against him.

However instead many important peo-

ple were converted.

On the 29th of February

Hamilton was summoned for trial.  He

refused to deny his beliefs and was sen-

tenced to be burnt at the stake the

same day for being a heretic.  His death

was slow and painful because the fire

kept going out, and it took him six

hours to die. His martyrdom was a turn-

ing point however.  Archbishop Beaton

was advised that if he had to burn any

more heretics, he should do it in deep

cellars so that no-one would know,

because 'the reek of Mister Patrick

Hamilton has infected as many as it

blew upon'.  His courage, brilliance and

gentleness inspired many.  Throughout

Scotland, as people heard of his death,

they began to ask why it had hap-

pened. The teaching of God's Word,

instead of dying, spread.

Challenge

The life of Patrick Hamilton shows us

how important it is that we don’t just

accept what we’re taught, but we

check that it’s from the Bible. It also

shows us the importance of preaching.

It is so important that Patrick Hamilton

was prepared to die rather than stop

doing it. This reminds us how impor-

tant it is that we, our families and our

friends hear the preaching of God’s

word. 

Read more!
John Howie, ‘Patrick Hamilton’ in The
Scots Worthies (Edinburgh, 1995 [1775]),
pp 11-17.
John Knox, History of the Reformation in
Scotland ed. W. C. Dickinson (2 vols,
1949). 
Iain Torrance, ‘Hamilton, Patrick
(1504?–1528)’, Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, Oxford University
Press, 2004 

Stephen Steele

Student for RPC Ministry



Attempting to get a handle on the par-

ticulars of the ‘emergent church’

movement is like chasing after a piece

of paper dancing in a gale.  In its

attempts to keep up with popular cul-

ture it is continually blown about by

every new cultural whim, you reach

out to grab it and it’s moved again.  So

some of the specifics addressed in this

book are no longer methods/attitudes

used by the 20,000 strong churches to

which Gilley refers.  In this part of the

world, however, where things don’t

move at the same rapid pace as the

megachurch culture of the USA, these

methods/attitudes are still very much

prevalent in most ‘contemporary’

churches and ‘traditional’ churches are

now at a crossroads as to go with the

flow, either dive into the world of the

market driven gospel and try and keep

up with the big fish, or risk appearing

outdated and face seemingly continual

decline.  

On the surface ‘keeping the people

happy’ can look like an attractive

prospect, an easy way to increase

attendance without the hard work of

evangelism and prayer, and an uncon-

troversial message to tell the world.

All you have to do is not speak about

hell and sin and hire a graphic design-

er!  More and more churches are tak-

ing the plunge into the murky water of

this new movement and this looks set

to continue, at least until they realise

that the ‘keep the church relevant’

bandwagon has once again left them

behind, and the songs their newly

formed worship band has just learned

are “soooooo last month”. 

Even though the form has changed the

root problem still persists. The emer-

gent/market-driven church movement

presents a gospel designed to be

agreeable and appealing to sinners in

both form and substance, so high pri-

ority is set on making the service

enjoyable and making people feel

good while Biblical truths are sidelined

or scraped.  Gilley’s rebuke is just as

true and relevant now as it ever was

and will continue to be so no matter

what alley the bandwagon takes a trip

down next.

This is a fantastic little book, punching

well above its volume in quality, insight,

and practical benefit.  If you are moving

to a new area in the near future for

work or university, or you are in the

process of hunting for a new church,

read this book before you do.  It will

prove very practical in pointing out

things you should be looking for and

things you should be watching out for

in a church. 

Connor Quigley

Airdrie RPCS
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review

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland
We are a Church with a glorious heritage which can trace its history in an unbroken line back through the

Covenanters to the First Reformation Church in Scotland.  BUT we are not a church that either lives in or is
bound by every decision that was taken by our forefathers in the past.

We believe that Christ is building and shall continue to build His church in Scotland and across His
world.

We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, and that if it is preached, it is the power of God unto the sal-
vation of the lost and the sanctification of Christians.

We believe that God has given the responsibility for leadership in the church to men who serve as ministers,
elders, and deacons. 

We believe and delight in singing the Psalms which God has given to us to use in our worship of Him.

We believe that the Westminster Confession of Faith is not simply to be acknowledged but is actually to be used in
the teaching of Christians.



The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland has very close relationships

with the following churches in the ‘RP Family’. The ties today are as strong as

they have ever been, a fact for which the Scottish RP Church is very thankful.

In future issues we will be taking a closer look at these various churches.

North America
The North American church, comprises 89 congregations in the USA and

Canada, including a number of church plants. The Church has a: Seminary in

Pittsburgh, a third level College, Geneva College, in Beaver Falls, a publishing

arm, and a nursing home also in Pittsburgh.

reformedpresbyterian.org

Ireland
The links with the Irish RP Church have been very strong over the past 300

years. The RPCI has 36 congregations and three church plants, mostly in

Northern Ireland. It has its own Theological College, bookshop, and nursing

home.

rpc.org

Japan
The Japanese Church was established as a mission work of the RPCNA and is

a Presbytery of the North American church. It has four congregations and

one church plant. It has a Theological College and a bookstore in the city of

Kobe.

rpjapan.org

Australia
There are three congregations in the Australian RP Church, which was a

church planted by the Irish RP Church. They, like the Japanese, are active is

seeking to see Christ’s Church grow in their land and, like the RPCJ, host mis-

sion teams from RP Missions in their country.

rpca.org.au
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This series is going to take us around the global RP Church looking at different aspects of the church in each county.  We hope that

you will enjoy getting to know and appreciate the work that the Lord is doing around His world.

R P  C h u r c h e s  o n  t h e  f i v e  c o n t i n e n t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d

The Global RP Church 
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Know what you want?

On a recent shopping trip with my wife Heather, yes it’s a reg-

ular feature of my annual calender, we went to a shop that

sells lights.   Walking through the door of the shop I was

immediately confronted with a choice.  Turn to right and I

could see that we’d be in a room just a bit larger than the

average living room. The room on the left looked smaller.

Both were full of lights.  There are lights on the walls, free

standing lights, and of course lights hanging from the ceiling.

I decided to go right, and sauntered my way round, taking

time to nonchantelly check the price tags as I went.  Then it

was over to the room on the left side.  Little did know what

was in store for me when I ventured into this room.  A whole

new world opened up as this smaller room led onto a larger

room from which I once again had a left/right choice to make..

Taking the option to go right again, I walked into the com-

mercial light section.   Reckoning though that a large industri-

al light on a metal tripod wouldn’t be the answer, I retraced

mys steps and went the other way.  Are you still with me?

Only to find myself in a large warehouse the size of a five-

aside pitch.  In the  middle of this large warehouse there was

a metal staircase begging to be climbed.   Climbing up them I

found myself upstairs in an area which must have covered the

entire downstairs floorspace.  Talk about lights.  Turning off

the lights in this place would have been like painting the Forth

Rail Bridge,  you’d just about got them all turned off, when it

would be time to go round and turn them all back on again.

Now imagine trying to decide with your wife on a new light

fitting for your recently decorated living room from all that.

Unbelievable!  But we got there thanks to the fact that we

had a fairly good idea of what we wanted, and Heather man-

aged to find it.  

Now here’s the thought which struck me as I wan-

dered through these cavernous premises, room by room.

Imagine if you hadn’t a clue about what type of light fitting

you wanted!   A place like this would do your head in.  It would

take you days to make a decision.  What a difference it made,

having an idea of what we wanted.  It meant that as we

walked around we were able to rule out the vast majority of

the light fittings.  Which left us to choose from the type of

ones we were looking for, even if they were in different

rooms. 

Do you really know what you want from your life?

How easy it is just to walk aimlessly through the various

rooms of life without really having a clue about what it is you

want to achieve.  It’s true isn’t it when we’re in our twenties,

everything is ahead of you; career, wife, kids, home...  but

then you waken up and think, is this it!  For some this can be

a very significant exeperience. For too many though it can be

a dangerous thought if not properly handled!  A lot of damage

can done at this point as men start playing games with their

live.  The impact of which can be catastrophic not only for

themselves but for those around them.  Years of happiness

and good will can be ruin overnight.  How can this be averted?

I think one of the keys is knowing what you really want from

your life.  

Have you ever read the Old Testament book of

Ecclesiastes?  No!  Why not have a read at it?  Yes!  Why not

read it again?  Solomon was a man who’d made it.  The book

of 1st Kings chapters 9 and 10 give us a bit of an insight into

just how much Solomon had made it.   Statements like,  “the

like of it was never made in any kingdom,” and “None were of

silver; silver was not considered as anything in the days of

Solomon”  along with, “Thus King Solomon excelled all the

kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom”, leave us in little

doubt about just what this man owned.   Yet in the book of

Ecclesiastes he makes a very simple point - if you get your

head round who God really is, then life lived the way He wants

it lived will see you getting the light fitting you want every

time.  

As he says at the end of the book - “The end of the

matter; all has been heard.  Fear God and keep his command-

ments, for this is the whole duty of man.”

Andrew Quigley

Man to Man
not the last word

“Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”
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The woman of the 21st century is told a lot of things, but one

thing seems to be constantly repeated - “you can have it all.”

You can have the career in which you’re respected and valued

as you progress; you can have the committed relationship,

the faithful friends, the supportive family, Saturday brunch

with the love of your life, 2.5 children who are perfect and

adorably convinced you know best, the nice house with the

perfect garden, good health, a gym membership you actually

use, the car that never breaks down, the holidays to Italy, and

the fairy tale ending, and you can look gorgeous the whole

time.  You can have it all.  

But our 21st century world takes this one step fur-

ther, not only can you have it all - you should have it all!  It’s

your right.  You deserve it.  You’re worth it - your shampoo

says so.  And if you’re not living this kind of life you’re unful-

filled, and there’s either something wrong with you or some-

thing wrong with the people and circumstances around you.  

But switch off the television for a moment and look

at the women around you.  Look at the single woman who

eats her tea at 8pm because she’s run

off her feet at a job where she feels con-

stantly unappreciated.  Look at the

stressed out mum of 3 who can’t

remember the last time she got a good

night’s sleep or an uninterrupted chat

with her husband.  Look at the divorced

woman who sits alone in her kitchen

wondering how she’s going to make

ends meet.  Look at the highschooler who just got her heart

broken by the boy she thought really loved her.  Look at the

single mum who is trying to sort out childcare one day at a

time.  Look at the woman sitting in tears in a house that’s too

quiet having just waved goodbye to her grown up children.

Look at the widow who doesn’t know how she’s going to

make it through each day when she misses her husband so

much.  Look at the woman who can hardly smile when her

friend tells her she’s expecting because the heartache of

being unable to have children is almost more than she can

bear.  Are these women unfulfilled?  Have they failed?  Or do

they simply highlight the fact that the standards and expecta-

tions of our world are not only unattainable, they are unsatis-

fying.  

As Christians we get our definitions from the Word

of God.  Or we should.  How does God define what our goals

should be?  What is the purpose for which God has created us?

To glorify and enjoy Him.  1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “So,

whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the

glory of God.”  Ephesians 1:4 says, “Even as He chose us in Him

before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy

and blameless before Him.”  Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in

them.”  Ephesians 4:24 says, “Put on the new self, created

after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

So God has made us in His image, saved us, and given us a new

goal, a new purpose, new priorities - to glorify and enjoy Him

through loving Him and doing what He says.  And yes, as

Christians we probably know all this -

we can spot the flaws in the world’s

priorities.  But sometimes we get it

wrong too and forget what the goal is.

Joy, peace, contentment, happiness,

patience, security - these are all good

things, but they’re not what we’re told

to pursue as Christians.  They’re a by-

product.  Yes, they’re fruit, but they’re

fruit of a life that is abiding in Christ.  (John 15:5; Galatians 5:22-

23)  

What does the Bible say about what we deserve?  It

says we were dead in our sins and we deserve the wrath and

curse of God.  We are not given this new life  because of any-

thing we are or do; we receive it because of what Christ has

done and who Christ is.  

But is abiding in Christ attainable?  Or have we sub-

stituted one set of unreachable goals for another?  If it were

up to us, we’d fall short.  But the same God who saved us is

the God who keeps us and who completes the work He begins

in us (Phil. 1:6).  It is attainable because we aren’t the ones

who attain it.  

The world gives us a list of things to pursue; it tells us

we deserve those things; but the harder we chase them the

more elusive they are.  The Lord tells us to pursue Him; He

tells us we deserve nothing, it’s all grace; and He promises

that He will be found by those who seek Him and that He will

enable us to make it to the end.  Can you have it all - a fulfiling

and abundant life?  In Christ, you can.

woman 
to 

woman
not 
the 
last 

word!

You can have it all!

What does the
Bible say about

what we deserve? 
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