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A view from the 

M INISTER 'S
STUDY

Maybe I should 
write a book!

During the last couple of years, a few well
known Reformed ministers have said to me
that I should write a book on the principles that
have underpinned my ministry in Airdrie.  I
have thought about it for a few moments and
concluded - ‘I don’t have the time to do that at
this point in my life’.  

Then when I was in Canada recently
teaching and preaching, the issue came up
again, from some of the people in the class I
was teaching. 

So I have given it some thought and
decided that I am going to make a real effort to
write my Doctor of Ministry dissertation, and
if it proves worthy of turning into print then so
be it!  

Will you please pray that I get myself
into this project this month.  I think if I can get
myself working on it, I could ‘break the back
of it’ within the next couple of months, given
the reading etc. I have done over the past ten
years.  

In God’s providence this may have been
one of the reasons why He led the Session to
take the decision that 2008 would be a year of
consolidation for us.  Time will tell.

Your Pastor in Christ, 
Andrew
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Notice Board
LORD'S DAY
Bible Classes       - 10.00am
Prayer Meeting    - 10.30am
Morning Worship - 11.00am
Evening Worship  - 6.30pm

SESSION PRAYER MEETING
Tuesdays - 9.15am

NEXT SESSION MEETING
11th March 2008 - 9.15am

NEXT DEACONS MEETING
26th March 2008 - 8.30pm

METS 
Monday - Bruce -11.00am

- McIndoe -7.30pm
- Robertson-8.15pm
- Muir -8.15pm

Tuesday -Theology -7.00pm
- Barr -7.30pm
- Christine -8.30pm

Wednesday - McPheat -2.00pm
Thursday - Rodger -8.00pm
Friday - Theology -6.00pm

- Youth -7.00pm
- Theology -8.00pm

MOTHERS & TODDLERS
Fridays - 10.00-11.30am

YOUTH CLUBS
Covenant Kid’s Club - Fridays - 6.00-7.00pm
Covenanter Youth - Fridays - 8.00-10.00pm

Dorothy, David F., & Karen
Ian & Beth
David F. & Carla
Sam & Susan K.
Ian & Carla

HOUSEBOUND VISITATION

3
10
17
24
31

Mar.

CRECHE ROTA
Mar. M - Stacy, Janette A., & Elizabeth

E  - Angie, Susan K., & Debbie
M - Carla, Stacy, & Christine
E   - Lorna A., Susan M., Janette R.
M - Heather, Beth, & May
E  - Janette A., Elizabeth, Susan K.
M - Lorna M., Carla, & Janette R.
E  - Debbie, Dorothy, & Stacy
M - Megan, Lorna A., & Heather
E  - Stacy, Beth, & Elizabeth

CHURCH  CLEANING 
March - Peter Elliott & Charles Muir

FLOWER LIST
Please see the entrance hall noticeboard

HOSPITALITY LIST
Please see the entrance hall noticeboard
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30
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Please also check ‘In the Pew’
or the website News page - www.airdrierpcs.org
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Session Pastoral Letter
In Nov 2006 the Session took the decision, due to the Lord’s blessing on the congre-
gation, to request the ‘Session and Deacons’to begin the task of looking for a new
building or building site which would accommodate the congregation as it grew under
the Lord’s blessing.  This was taken up, and in the autumn of last year we requested
your prayerful interest in this matter.

However during the past few months the members of Session, for a number of
reasons, have been reconsidering this decision.  As a result of our discussion the
Session decided the following.

- That our primar y goal must be people and not property.
In the past two years we have seen 28 people come into membership in church.

We believe that it’s absolutely essential to the future of the church that we stay focused
on developing every member through our pastoral care of them.  Towards this end we
will be spending 2008 concentrating on the consolidating of God’s work in all our lives.
As part of this we will be:

- re-introducing the annual pastoral visitation by an elder and Andrew. 
- actively seeking the appointment of at least one elder and two deacons

before the end of 2008. 
- Not one big congregation but a numberof disciple making congregations.
Should the Lord continue to bless His church with new members we have decid-

ed that we will not pursue the approach of building a new large worship building but
rather we will seek to church plant from Airdrie.   

We have taken this decision for the following reason - Whilst the idea of ‘bigger’
may have certain advantages, having considered a number of factors and taken counsel
from others who have travelled this road before us, it is evident that building pro-
grammes of this scale, require manpower and financial resources which can drain the
heart and life out of the church and the impact on individual lives can be considerable.

- One immediate impact of this decision.
The 2008 Mission - After considering the above and other related matters, we

have taken the decision not to organise a Mission Week this year.  We know that this
may come as a disappointment to some of you, but please be assured, it is not a deci-
sion we have taken lightly, and it has been taken for very positive reasons. This is not
a step backand should not be seen as such. 

We will still be producing a ‘leaflet’for distribution throughout Airdrie in March,
and we plan, God willing, to have a Mission in 2009.

As ever we lead, out of a desire to see you grow in your relationship with  the
Lord and realising that the decisions we take will come under His scrutiny.  
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Two new members
We rejoiced on the 20th January to welcome two new members into the church: John
and Lorna McIndoe.  

First contacted when Lorna started coming to the Mums and Tots on a Friday morning,
John and Lorna then came to the ‘Your Life has a Purpose’Mission Week three years
ago and have been coming to church regularly ever since.  You can read John’s testi-
mony on the church website ‘Testimonies’page.  

Rev. Dick Knodel preached at the worship service on 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 and the
power of the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God to change people’s lives.
John and Lorna then came forward, and Ian Shaw (Session Clerk) put the terms of
membership to them, and they were received into the church.   (Andrew was at home
ill what a chest infection.)

Elders Sam Bell and Ian Shaw with John, Lorna, and Heather McIndoe
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I arrived at camp reunion at dinner time on Saturday evening just in time to hear the
last of the weekend’s talks by Rev. Eddie Kirk.  He read from 2 Timothy 1:1-12 and
spoke of perseverance, not our perseverance, but God’s, asking can God really keep
you saved?  The answer, of course, is that He can.  Eddie used examples from the life
of Paul to illustrate his points.  I really enjoyed the talk and just wish I’d have been
there to hear the first two! 

After the talk we had ‘Brian and Lynda’s Saturday night take away’which
included rounds based on other game shows like ‘The Price is Right’and
‘Countdown’.  That evening I went upstairs quite early only to find I had no bed and
had to go to another building to get a mattress and bring it back to our dorm.  I then
spent time catching up with old friends which was wonderful (it’s always great at
camp to meet new people and to get to know others better, for me that’s one of the best
parts!  Maybe that’s just because I like to chat so much!) and ended up being one of
the last to go to sleep, despite going upstairs early!

On Sabbath morning it was up bright and early for breakfast, worship, and quiet
time before getting tidied up and heading off to Glenmanus RPin Portrush.  We
arrived quite early and most of us spent our time before the service doing the Bible
word search on the back of the bulletin and seeing who could get it done first!  The
ladies at Glenmanus graciously provided us with a lunch of soup and hotdogs after the
service (and they gave us lollipops which I thought was pretty cool!).

We then had a short time of Psalm singing  (I always love the singing at camp!)
to officially end the weekend, but a bunch of us went for a walk together on the beach
afterwards, a great way to finish a great weekend!

Carla Quigley

s e n i o r  C a m p  R e u n i o n

Mr. Jimmy AbercrombieRemembered
A member of the congregation for 58 years, Mr. Jimmy Abercrombie died, at the age
of 86, on Friday the 21st of December.  A much loved member, Jimmy could be seen
each Lord’s Day at both morning and evening worship and the prayer meeting.  His
homemade soup and shortbread were regular features at church meals.  He generous-
ly gave of the plants and flowers from his beautiful garden to those in the church.  He
also invested a lot of his time in the Semester in Scotland students, having them over
to his house every week.  His funeral was held on Monday the 31st December.  Mr. Ian
Shaw spoke of Jimmy’s life and involvement in the church.  Rev. Andrew Quigley
preached on 1 John 4:7-21, and the love God shows to us in His Son that enables us to
love others.  
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M i n i s t r y  S p o t l i g h t

Bible Classes
NURSERY BIBLE CLASS

The Nursery Bible Class is run during the morning service at the same time as the
creche and caters for boys and girls aged 3-6 years.  This year we have had 4 children
each week - Joshua Alexander, Bobbie McBirney, and Catherine & Campbell Quigley. 

We are using Go Teach/ Come Learn materials, and the children have a work-
sheet to take home with them each week. 

We have an organised rota of parents and others who teach this class once every
10 or 11 weeks, and we thank them for their support. 

Please pray for these little ones as they begin to learn God’s Word, that the seed
sown would take root in their lives at an early age.

Heather Quigley

Joshua, Campbell, Dorothy, Catherine, and Bobbie
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JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS

All the Bible classes congregate in
the main hall just before 10am and
open with prayer, led by Andrew,
before we all head off to our
respective “teaching areas” with
our class.

The class I lead consists of 4 stu-
dents - Jessica Muir, Heather
McIndoe, Calvin Quigley, and
Emily Robertson.  Bobbie, sits in
too, she’s only 4, but she loves
being part of the ‘older’ class, the other children always include her in their discus-
sions and try to help her when it comes to completing the worksheets.

We commence our studies with a short question and answer time to refresh the chil-
dren’s memory of the previous week’s story they heard and verse they learned.  Next,
I read a passage from the Bible as directed by the “Go Teach” guide. I ask the chil-
dren ’key’questions from the passage to see how much they have taken in as I hand
out the relevant “Come Learn” worksheet to each of the children.  On each worksheet,
there is a particular verse highlighted, I read it and the children repeat it, we talk about
the passage, and we see if they can tell me how the passage relates to their lives, e.g.
obeying your parents; not stealing; being kind to others.  After that I help the children
complete their worksheets, by giving them pointers or prompts or re-reading the pas-
sage.  The objective is to encourage the children to think for themselves, and memo-
rise pieces of scripture which they can use throughout their lives to observe God’s
laws and instructions and to offer support in times of struggle.

For the last few minutes of the class I use Carine Mackenzie’s “My 1st Book of
Questions and Answers” which is essentially a shorter catechism for children.  Again
we go around the table, I ask each of them a question, and they give me the answer
(as close as possible to the answer in the book).  Each week we endeavour to learn
another one or two Q & A’s.  I finish the class by rewarding each child for their hard
work and good behaviour with stickers.

Susan McBirney

M i n i s t r y  S p o t l i g h t



INTERMEDIATE BIBLE CLASS

Caitlin Quigley has been the only one in the Intermediate Bible Class, until recently
when Susanna Spitler has joined us.  For the past year Caitlin and I have been using
Bible Class materials prepared by the Irish RPChurch.  We have been studying the
book of Genesis, and now we are looking at the life of Jesus.  Each week we read

together from the Bible,
talk about the passage, and
then fill in the worksheet.
We have also been work-
ing on memorising the
Shorter Catechism, and
Caitlin now has the first 18
questions memorised.
From now until the sum-
mer, we will be working
on memorising a passage
of Scripture.  Please pray
for Caitlin and Susanna,
that as they hide God’s
Word in their hearts, it will
bear fruit in their lives.  

Beth Bogue

ADULT BIBLE CLASS

The Adult Bible Class is a very enjoyable part of my ministry in Airdrie, because as
you’ll see from the picture on the front cover, we are a right bunch of misfits who get
on really well together.  (By the way some of the usual misfits were missing from the
photo - they’d obviously been tipped off before hand that a photo was going to be taken
that morning.)

We’re working our way through the big themes of the Bible, within a fairly infor-
mal class approach.  I begin by setting out the key points of the subject we’re consid-
ering, and then through a process of questions and answers and a bit of discussion we
seek to draw out how these key truths affect our daily lives.   It’s an approach that keeps
us focused on applying God’s Word to our lives without it becoming too academic,
which seems to suit us all.

Andrew Quigley
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M i n i s t r y  S p o t l i g h t



SENIOR BIBLE CLASS
It is going on seven years now since I first started teaching this Bible class. It contin-
ues to be one of the greatest joys I have to see the fruit being borne amongst these
young people who have been attending this class for many years – and those who are
new to it as well.  

The class currently con-
sists of eleven young people:
Josh Robertson, Connor
Quigley, Megan McAleese,
Stacy Muir, David and Louise
McCulloch, Debbie and
Hayley Fisher, and Rachel,
Hannah, and Rebekah Spitler.
Given that no respectable
young person in this day and
age would be caught dead get-
ting lots of sleep on a Saturday
night, they take in a great deal in our Sunday morning class, and often surprise me with
the things they remember.  (It certainly isn’t that I’m just getting old, and have forgot-
ten how many times they have heard it.  No, of course not.)  

For the past two years we have been going through the Westminster Shorter
Catechism – all 107 questions.  Just last week we finished it – what an accomplishment!
Some mornings we would cover several questions, and other times take more than one
class just to go through one question, but we took our time going through it because
these are some of the most basic and most critical principles of theology these children
may ever learn.  And I’m very aware that your theology – what you know about God –
defines the actions you take in your life.  My heart’s desire is for each of these young
people to grow up not just able to tell you what prayer is, or how Christ is our
Redeemer, or even explain concepts like justification or sanctification, but that they
will grow up with a knowledge of God that affects the decisions they make every day
of their lives.  

This next term we’re going to begin an overview of the Bible – from Genesis to
Revelation.  I’d like these young people to be able to see the whole picture of redemp-
tion and to see Jesus Christ in every book.  

Thank you for your prayers for me, for these young people, and for their parents
as they raise them.  It has always been a privilege for me to take this class on Sunday
mornings, and I look forward to as many more as God sees fit to grant me. 

Karen Reyburn
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M i n i s t r y  S p o t l i g h t
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Grant and Yv onne W edding
We delight in the fact that
Grant Alexander and Yvonne
Pettigrew were married on
Saturday the 1st March.  

The wedding took place at
Airdrie Baptist Church
(Yvonne’s home church).
After the vows, Andrew
preached on 1 John 4 and
asked them to remember two
points during their married
life, namely that ‘God is love’
and that ‘Love costs’.  

The reception was held at
the Crutherland House Hotel in East Kilbride, and there was a ceilidh in the evening.
Grant and Yvonne are now off to the Maldives on their honeymoon.

One of the great joys for the adults from the church who were at the evening ceilidh
was to see that we were outnumbered by our young people.  A sign of God’s real bless-
ing upon us during the past ten years.  
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Airdrie RP Church News 
15,000 copies to be distributed

20th ~ 22nd March 2008

10.00am - 12.30pm
2.00 - 4.00pm

You - if you can walk any distance!

Please pray!
- articles being written,
- safety and good weather,
- that God’s Word would bring forth fruit.  

When?

Who?
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Welcome to the Spitler Family
The Spitler family– Jeff, Melody, Rachel(16), Hannah(14), Rebekah(12), and
Susanna(8) are spending six months in Airdrie.  They come from Stillwater, Oklahoma
and are members of the Stillwater Reformed Presbyterian Church. (www.stillwater-
rpc.org)  Jeff is a Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Oklahoma State University

and is on sabbatical at
the University of
Strathclyde in
Glasgow.  He is work-
ing with a group of
researchers in the
building simulation
field.   Jeff had visited
our church on a num-
ber of previous occa-
sions and was keen to
live somewhere nearby
so the family could be
active in the church
while here.  Besides
work, Jeff has interests
in Scottish church his-
tory, fishing, shooting,
and training retrievers. 

In Oklahoma, they live out in the country, where they've had cattle and chickens,
and it is not uncommon to see deer, wild turkeys, and coyotes out the window.  (They
occasionally see snakes and tarantulas, too!)  The girls have been mostly home-
schooled and will continue home-schooling while they're here.  When not busy with
that, Melody and all of the girls enjoy reading, movies, and Dr. Who.  Melody also
enjoys cooking and trying new foods – they've been trying a variety of new foods
already, including neeps.  (Thanks to Peter!) 

Rachel is finishing high school this year and, taking after her father, will start at
Oklahoma State University in the autumn, where she'll be majoring in mechanical engi-
neering.  Hannah enjoys photography and Irish dancing.  Rebekah enjoys building doll
houses and doll house furniture. Susanna loves horses, has taken riding lessons in
Oklahoma, and has high hopes that she'll be able to convince her father to buy a horse
when they go back to Oklahoma.

They are all looking forward to sister Sarah(18, and in nursing school) visiting
this summer.  

back -  Susanna, Melody, Jeff, and Hannah
front - Rachel and Rebekah
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girls adventure Camp Reunion
This was my first time going to camp
reunion.  I was really looking forward to
seeing all my old friends that I had met
before. Each day we had breakfast, then
our quiet time and our talk.  Our talks
were about how God sees us and how the
world sees us.  We also talked about how
God doesn’t look at how much money or
things we have or our style the way the
world does.  On the Friday night we were
cooking scones and muffins, which was
hilarious.  On the Saturday we had a sur-
prise birthday party for Debbie in the
afternoon.  We also went swimming as
well.  On the Sunday morning we went to
Ballyclabber RPChurch.  After that we

said goodbye to everyone, which was really sad.  Carla, Debbie, William, and I all
went to the Giant's Causeway.  I really liked it.  At night we went to Dervock RP
Church.  On the Monday morning we had to get up at 8:30am in time to get to the air-
port. I enjoyed it, and I can't wait until the summer for the next camp. 

Hayley Fisher

Mrs. Jean RobertsonRemembered
A member of the congregation for many years, Mrs. Jean Robertson died, at the age
of 93, on Saturday the 22nd of December.  Her funeral was held on Thursday the 3rd
of January with a minister from the Church of Scotland officiating.  

Mrs. Harriet Maitland Remembered
A member of the congregation for over 76 years, Mrs. Harriet Maitland died, at the
age of 98, on Sunday the 20th of January.  Her funeral was held on Monday the 28th
of January.  Mr. Ian Shaw spoke on the life of Mrs. Maitland.  Rev. Andrew Quigley
preached on Psalm 90 and the contrast between the eternity of God and the mortality
of men and women and our need to seek the Lord. 
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Covenanter Theological Institute
-  a  r e g e n e r a t e  h e a r t  a n d  a  r e n e w e d  m i n d  r e q u i r e  f e e d i n g  -  

After having been over to Airdrie on about 4 GO
Teams, and a couple of other times, I decided to
spend half of my first year after university over at the
mother church.  I stayed in Airdrie from the end of
August to the end of January, living with Tim and a
CTI student.  

Up until Christmas I was involved in the CTI
Semester in Scotland programme, which was taught
by Dick and Andrew.  So along with 4 students from
America I participated in set reading in the mornings
(Monday-Thursday), seminars in the afternoons and
weekly cultural trips.  The three modules we studied
dealt with Systematic Theology, Reformed
Evangelism, & Ministry Practicum.  The highlight of
this was studying The Christian Ministry by Charles
Bridges with Andrew.

On Friday evenings, I helped out with the Covenant Kids club.  On Sundays, I did a
series of children's addresses on 'People who met Jesus' / 'Jesus the hero of the Bible'
for the first two months.  After this I moved on to do psalm expositions of Psalms 41-
49, and I preached twice in January.  I also enjoyed being involved in other aspects of
church life, such as CY, a couple of METs (going through the book of Genesis), and the
autumn theology MET.  These all provided opportunities to both study the Bible & get
to know the people better.  In January I also studied The Disciple Making Pastor with
Andrew.

There were trials as well of course, not least in living with the sort of people who think
that chips are the type of thing made by Walkers.  But all in all it was a great experi-
ence to be part of such an exciting church and such a loving congregation. 

My Short Term Service
Stephen Steele
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Westminster 
Shorter 
Catechism
As Christians the greatest privilege we have on earth is to grow in our knowledge of
who God is and how He wants us to live.  As a church, we are blessed in that, at one
time in our history, a group of men got together over a period of years and after a lot
of study and discussion compiled a ‘textbook’containing basic information drawn
from the Bible about: God, man, the Bible, the Lord Jesus Christ, the way of salvation,
etc.  One of the other things they produced was a question and answer booklet to help
children learn these basic truths - it was called the Westminster Shorter Catechism.

Remember, you’re never too young to learn about the Lord and His ways, espe-
cially in light of eternity.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?
A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, [1]
and what duty God requires of man [2]. 
see the following passages as proof of what is written.

[1]. Gen. 1:1; John 5:39; 20:31; Rom. 10:17; II Tim. 3:15 
[2]. Deut. 10:12-13; Josh. 1:8; Ps. 119:105; Mic. 6:8; II Tim. 3:16-17 

Q. 4 . What is God?
A. God is a Spirit [1], infinite [2], eternal [3], and unchangeable [4] in his being
[5], wisdom [6], power[7], holiness [8], justice [9], goodness [10], and truth [11]. 
see the following passages as proof of what is written.

[1]. Deut. 4:15-19; Luke 24:39; John 1:18; 4:24; Acts 17:29 
[2]. I Kings 8:27; Ps. 139:7-10; 145:3; 147:5; Jer. 23:24; Rom. 11:33-36 
[3]. Deut. 33:27; Ps. 90:2; 102:12, 24-27; Rev. 1:4,8 
[4]. Ps. 33:11; Mal. 3:6; Heb. 1:12; 6:17-18; 13:8; James. 1:17 
[5]. Ex. 3:14; Ps. 115:2-3; I Tim. 1:17; 6:15-16 
[6]. Ps. 104:24; Rom. 11:33-34; Heb. 4:13; I John 3:20 
[7]. Gen. 17:1; Ps. 62:11; Jer. 32:17; Mat. 19:26; Rev. 1:8 
[8]. Heb. 1:13; I Pet. 1:15-16; I John 3:3, 5; Rev. 15:4 
[9]. Gen. 18:25; Ex. 34:6-7; Deut. 32:4; Ps. 96:13; Rom. 3:5, 26 
[10]. Ps. 103:5; 107:8; Matt. 19:17; Rom. 2:4 
[11]. Ex. 34:6; Deut. 32:4; Ps. 86:15; 117:2; Heb. 6:18 

Something
new to think

about!





‘Visit our Website’
www.airdrierpcs.org

Listen to Andrew’ s sermon on



WE BELIEVE

* The Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament to be the infallible Word of
God and the supreme rule of faith and
practice

* In one God, existing as three differ-
ent equal persons; Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in the one Godhead.

*  That everyone is born a sinner,  and
as such is subject to the wrath of God
and the punishment of death.

* That Jesus Christ alonehas paid the
penalty for sin and is the only
Redeemer of men.

* That repentance of sin and turning in
faith to acceptJesus Christ as Saviour
is the only means of salvation from the
wrath of God and His ultimate eternal
punishment. 

* That it is the duty of Christians by
the help of the Holy Spirit to strive to
stop sinning and to live a life which
will bring glory to God.

* That Jesus Christ is the Ruler of
nations and should be acknowledged
as such by all. 

48 North Bridge S treet, Airdrie, ML6 6NE
www.Airdrierpcs.org


