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A view from the 

M INISTER 'S
STUDY

2007 - A Mixed Year
Normally when I do an end of year review I am
filled with joy at what God has done in the past
year and a sense of excitement at what he will
do in the next.

This year is  different.  Yes there were
many causes for thanksgiving. It was a year in
which we received 10 new people into mem-
bership and  a number of people took a step or
two forward in their growth.  It was a year
when I had the challenge of speaking at the
RPCI Missionary Rally and the joy of giving
the addresses at the RPCI annual Youth Camp.
It was also a year which saw over 27,000 ser-
mons download via sermonaudio.com.

However my abiding sense of 2007 is one
of loss, for a couple of reasons.  First,  the loss
of eight members of the congregation who died
during the year.  Whilst some of these folk were
in nursing care, others were very active in the
life of the church up to the end of their lives,
and they had been great encouragers of me dur-
ing the early years of my ministry.  Then we
also suffered the loss of two families moving -
the Edgars back to the USAand the Macleods
to Northern Ireland.  Both of these families had
played a key role in the life of the congregation
during recent years, and I have felt their going.  

At the end of the day though, Christ is
still on His Throne!

Your Pastor in Christ, 
Andrew
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Notice Board
LORD'S DAY
Bible Classes       - 10.00am
Prayer Meeting    - 10.30am
Morning Worship - 11.00am
Evening Worship  - 6.30pm

SESSION PRAYER MEETING
Tuesdays - 9.15am

NEXT SESSION MEETING
8th January 2008 - 9.15am

NEXT DEACONS MEETING
30th January 2008 - 8.30pm

METS 
Monday - Bruce -11.00am

- McIndoe -7.30pm
- Robertson-8.15pm
- Muir -8.15pm

Tuesday -Theology -7.00pm
- Barr -7.30pm
- Christine -8.30pm

Wednesday - McPheat -2.00pm
Thursday - Rodger -8.00pm
Friday - Theology -6.00pm

- Youth -7.00pm
- Theology -8.00pm

MOTHERS & TODDLERS
Fridays - 10.00-11.30am

YOUTH CLUBS
Covenant Kid’s Club - Fridays - 6.00-7.00pm
Covenanter Youth - Fridays - 8.00-10.00pm

Dorothy, Sam, & Karen
Ian & Beth
David F. & Carla
Sam & Susan K.

HOUSEBOUND VISITATION

6
13
20
27

Jan.

CRECHE ROTA
Jan. M - Susan M., May, & Beth

E  - Dorothy, Janette A., & Kim
M - Megan, Elizabeth, & Stacy
E   - Susan K., Lorna A., & Angie
M - David R., Janette R., & Lorna A
E  - May, Stacy, & Dorothy
M - Angie, Lorna M., & Carla
E  - Susan M., Janette A., & Megan

CHURCH  CLEANING 
January - Beth Bogue & Susan McBirney
February - The McCulloch Family

FLOWER LIST
Please see the entrance hall noticeboard

HOSPITALITY LIST
Please see the entrance hall noticeboard

6

13

20

27
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Please also check ‘In the Pew’
or the website News page - www.airdrierpcs.org
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Three new members
We rejoiced on the 18th November to welcome three new members into the church:
Carol Alexander, Rosemary Tait, and Tim Duguid.  

Carol Alexander attended the RPChurch in Wishaw, and after it closed she start-
ed coming to worship in Airdrie with other members of her family.  

Rosemary Tait, who lives and works in Glasgow, has transferred her membership
from Faughan Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland.  

Tim Duguid is studying for his Ph.D. at the University of Edinburgh and has cho-
sen to live in Airdrie.  His membership was transferred from Topeka Reformed
Presbyterian Church of North America.  

These 3 new members bring the total of new members in the past two years to 28.
Our desire is that that figure will keep increasing and increasing by God's grace to His
Glory.

Miss Helen Allison Remembered
A member of the congregation for over 65 years, Miss Helen Allison died, at the age of
86, on Thursday the 22nd of November.  Her funeral was held on Friday the 30th
November.  Mr. Ian Shaw spoke of Helen’s life and involvement in the church.  Rev.
Andrew Quigley preached on John 3:1-21, the need to be born again, and encouraged
those present to consider this truth.  

Rosemary, Tim, and Carol with the members of Session
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Mums & Tots Winter Outing 
This year instead of having a
party in the church, we decided
to take the children to Valley
International Park in Crossford.
We met at the church at 9.45am,
where arrangements were made
for car sharing.  We arrived at
VIP at around 10.30am for our
train ride at 10.45am.  ‘Jack
Frost’was biting our fingers and
noses, but it was lovely to see the
children so excited when the
miniature steam train pulled in to
the platform.

While we travelled on the train around the park, we spotted some baby reindeer, sheep,
and a couple of cows.  We entered into two tunnels, both of which were decorated
inside with ornamental lights - there were lots of oohs and aahs while we journeyed
through.  When we arrived at our stop, the train driver gave all the children pieces of
bread and scones to feed the ducks which were on either side of the bridge we had to
cross on our way
to the soft play
area.  Once over
the bridge we had
a chance to have a
better look at the
young reindeer.

As we entered the
soft play building
there was a snow
machine blowing
snow over us and
a life-size ‘gorilla
band’ display to
greet us.  It only
took a few sec-
onds and the play
area was in view - 
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then there were jackets
and shoes flying - they
couldn’t wait to get into
the ball pool and have a
go on the slides (that
includes the mums and
grans)!!

The children played for a
couple of hours, coming
out now and then for a
drink or the loo, other
than that the adults had
lots of time to chat and
have a coffee.  There was
a reasonably priced tea-
room within the park, but
Angie had arranged for us
to order lunch and the
staff bring the food to us.
Once lunch arrived we called the reluctant children out of the play area, however, upon
smelling the food they were all soon sitting at the tables  tucking into chicken nuggets,
pizza or fish and chips of course!  After lunch the children had another wee while in
the play area while the adults got tidied up and organised for our next venture – seeing
Santa!

We wandered then through a small courtyard where there were a few small shops and
a large garden centre type outlet.  By this time the children were getting tired, so after
a short-time browsing around the shops, we decided to head home.  It was a fantastic
day for both children and adults.

Susan McBirney

Please Note - Mission dates 2008
Mission 2008 - 7th-12th April

Distribution - 20th-22nd March
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M i n i s t r y  S p o t l i g h t

Covenanter Youth
On Friday evenings after the Youth MET, about 20 of our young people and friends
get together for Covenanter Youth (or the CYas it’s usually called)  for fun, games,
outings, etc. from 8-10pm.   It’s is a close knit group who care about what’s going on
in each other’s lives and encourage each other to live for Christ. 

Since the summer the CYhas been busy with quite a lot of different events. ‘Takeshi’s
Castle’in September involved a variety of messy games.  In October we had ‘Question
Time’, where we quizzed the CTI students on how to deal with different questions
unbelievers might ask.  ‘Behind Enemy Lines’was a lazer tag/assault course set up
throughout the whole church.   We also went to the cinema and tested our geography
in ‘Around the World’.  In November, Robert McCollum and Tim Duguid helped us
practice our Psalm singing, we went to the fireworks display at Strathclyde Park for
Bonfire Night, we worked on our ice cream sculpting skills as part of ‘Grand Designs’,
we gave the church a big autumn clean, and we went go-karting.  In December we had
folks from the congregation speak to us about relationships, we went ice skating in
Glasgow, and we finished out the year with a dinner and ceilidh in the church hall.  
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Please give thanks to God for the willingness our young people to learn about Him
through His Word, to serve in the church, and for the strong friendships between them.
Please also pray for the conversion of those who don’t know the Lord, and pray that
those who do will be strong and grow in their faith.  

If you want to be kept up to date with what is happening with our young people you
can follow the regular update and activities on Bebo. You need to sign up to
Bebo.co.uk and then ask ‘Airdrie CY’to give you permission  to become a friend.
Once you get their permission then you can access the site whenever you wish.  

M i n i s t r y  S p o t l i g h t
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Reformation 
Tours gets into 
full swing!
For the past ten years Rev. Andrew Quigley has
been running Reformation tours for various
groups.  However, with an ever increasing
workload, it was decided  that this could not be
sustained.  So when Rev. Dick Knodel became
a  member of RPCS Presbytery, it was agreed
that ‘Reformation Tours’would become a min-
istry of the Presbytery with Dick and his wife
Susan running it.  

There were two reasons why Presbytery decided to do this:
- Because this is our heritage, it belongs to the Church of Christ, and we as

Reformed Presbyterians have a very specific interest in and claim upon it.  
- Because we think that we can use this history as a means of encouraging peo-

ple to think about what it means to be a Christian.  As  Alistair McGrath writes, in his
book Roots that Refresh“Evangelicalism has too often become blind to its own her-
itage, unable to discern this heritage itself, let alone share it with others.  As a result,
the modern church is being denied access to a resource which ought to be there - a spir-
ituality which is radically and consistently grounded in Scripture, and orientated
towards the cross.”

For the past year Dick has, at the request of Presbytery, been engaged writing his Ph.
D.  We are delighted that Dick has now completed this work, and we look forward to
him being awarded his Doctorate in due course.

As of mid December Dick has been working full time on developing ‘Reformation
Tours’. This has involved following up existing contacts and building a data base for
future mailings.  

If you would be interested in finding out anything about what Reformation Tours
can offer you, then please do not hesitate to get in contact - phone UK (01236)
754133, US (011 44 1236) 754133 oremail - RefTours@aol.com.

Dick and Susan Knodel
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Westminster 
Shorter 
Catechism
As Christians the greatest privilege we have on earth is to grow in our knowledge of
who God is and how He wants us to live.  As a church, we are blessed in that at one
time in our history, a group of men got together over a period of years and after a lot
of study and discussion compiled a ‘textbook’containing basic information drawn
from the Bible about: God, man, the Bible, the Lord Jesus Christ, the way of salvation,
etc.  One of the other things they produced was a question and answer booklet to help
children learn these basic truths - it was called the Westminster Shorter Catechism.

During the past six or seven years we have been using this booklet at different
times and in different ways to help our children and young people learn the basics of
the Christian faith. 

Recently I have thought about how we could use it in the life of the church to
help everyone to either brush up on or get to grips with these basics, and I have decid-
ed that one way to do it is to print three or four of these questions and answers in each
issue of Tidings, and then you can read and think about them at your leisure.  You could
even tear out the page and put it into your Bible and see if you could learn them.
Remember, you’re never too young to learn about the Lord and His ways, especially in
light of eternity.

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God,[1] and to enjoy him forever.[2]
see the following passages as proof of what is written.

[1] Ps 86, Isaiah 60:21, Romans 11:36, 1 Cor. 6:20, 31 and Revelation 4:11. 
[2] Ps 16:5-1, Isaiah 12:2,  Luke 2:10, Philippians 4:4 and Revelation 21:3-4. 

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?
A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments,[3] is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.[4]
see the following passages as proof of what is written.

[3] Matthew 19:4-5, Genesis 2:24,  Luke 24:27, 44, 1 Corinthians 2:13, 1
Corinthians 14:37, 2 Peter 1:20-21 and 2 Peter 3:2, 15-16 

[4] Deuteronomy 4:2, Psalm 19:7-11, Isaiah 8:20, John 15:11, John 20:30-31,
Acts 17:11, 2 Timothy 3:15-17 and 1 John 1:4

Something
new to think

about!



Winter
Party

The Covenant Kid’s Club had our Winter Party on the 7th December.  It was a fancy
dress party, and all the princesses, pirates, and superheroes looked great!  We played
famous games to begin with such as ‘Jonah, Jonah, Whale’, pirate’s treasure, and musi-
cal bumps.  We also danced around in our silly hats.  Then we calmed down and had a
bite to eat: crisps, pizza, sweets, and sausage rolls.  It was a great night, and we can’t
wait to start back up again in 2008!

Megan McAleese
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Covenanter Theological Institute
-  a  r e g e n e r a t e  h e a r t  a n d  a  r e n e w e d  m i n d  r e q u i r e  f e e d i n g  -  

semester in scotlandsemester in scotland

From September to December, we’ve had 5 students studying in Airdrie as part of the
CTI Semester in Scotland programme.  Here’s what they have to say about the pro-
gramme - these comments have been edited from the students weekly blog.  The full
blog can be read at www.semesterinscotland.wordpress.com

Heather Miller
Heather is a third year student at Geneva College on a Bible
course. Heather attends a PCAChurch.
“I love this programme; CTI has really changed my thinking
pattern. How? God has equipped others to show me what I
need to know and how I can grow as a disciple of Christ.  I
cannot thank God enough for placing me here - for I know this
was God’s calling for me - because of the people I have met,
topics I have discussed, things I have observed, and activities
I have participated in.”
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Brenda Gladfelter
Brenda is an RPfrom Philadelphia  who is in her third year at
Geneva studying History.
“One of our courses here at CTI is Ministry Practicum, and not
only does this course involve reading and seminars, but it also
involves assisting in some of the ministries of the church... I’ve
really enjoyed being involved in these ministries, and I’m real-
ly glad that it is a part of the CTI course.  It really makes you
think about how you can be a more active member in your own

church at home, and it’s great to be involved in these parts of the church life of
Airdrie.... My favourite thing about CTI is that it’s not just about gaining knowledge
about Christ and His church, but it’s also about applying this knowledge to your life.”

Brenton Green
Brenton is a fourth year student at Geneva studying Youth
Ministry.  He’s a member of a PCUSACongregation. 

Written in Sept. - “Initially, I was very hesitant about doing
the study abroad programme. My specific reason was the pro-
gram was run under a Reformed Presbyterian denomination. If
you knew me during my sophomore year, I hated going to a
service that was Reformed. The mandatory chapels Geneva
required students to go to each day was my study time.  Even
though God did change my mindset towards the Reformed

denomination, I still was unsure that I could deal with an entire semester of Reformed
worship.”  

Written in Nov. - “It’ s eight weeks since I have written a blog entry and a lot
has happened in our lives... What most impresses me about the RPchurch is their pur-
pose for everything that they do. Their purpose is to do everything for God’s glory,
since God is head of the church.” 

Stephen Steele
Stephen is an RPfrom Faughan.  He’s in Airdrie for six months
taking the CTI programme.
“One of the benefits of going to CTI is being forced to read a
lot of good books. Many of them are books you probably mean
to read sometime, but if it wasn’t for the mornings of set-read-
ing where you’re put in a room with the books and told to get
on with it, you’d probably never get them read... CTI is far
more than books of course - but if you gained absolutely noth-

ing else from it you would have been able to read some immense books and discuss
them both with each other and with experienced pastors.” 
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American
Reader
Have you got a son, 

daughter, nephew, niece, 
grandchild at College 

who would like 
to take an overseas 

Semester in Scotland.

Tell them about the 
Semester in Scotland

programme run by the 
Scottish RP Church at 
the Airdrie RP Church.  

They can get 
transfer credit s from 

Geneva College!

SemesterinScotland.org

Jasmine Martin 
Jasmine is from
California and
completed her
degree in Fine Art
Photography in
May 2007.  She is
a member of the
OPC Church.

Prior to my time here I will admit that I
was just as caught up in my own routine
as the next person. I rarely spent time
with my Lord and attended church
Sunday morning simply to hear the ser-
mon and be on my way.  In my heart I
thought nothing of it, God would under-
stand as long as I tossed a thought or
small prayer up to Him sometime during
the course of the day, but even then, He
deserves so much more than cold lip
service! How selfish are my own priori-
ties!..I will not claim that I have become
more spiritual through my experience
here, I will not even attempt to give some
excuse as to why I happen to find more
time for prayer and devotion to Christ
here than as opposed to back home.
There was no super spiritual revelation
given to me, no sudden self realisation,
but simply a humbling wake up call... as
I have been privileged to witness a thriv-
ing, radiant church body functioning as it
should when Christ is the true head.”

Calling All Young People of the Irish RP Church
Why not take the CTI Semester in Scotland programme as part of the 

Irish RP Church’s Short Term Service Programme!!
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Book Review
‘The Hand of God’

By Alist air Begg

We’re in the middle of studying Joseph in our METs, and if you have time for some
extra reading, I would really recommend that you get this book on Joseph and read it.
It’s simple and straightforward (the first time I read it, I would just read a chapter every
night before I went to bed), and it brings out a lot of truths from a very familiar story.  

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that for those who love God all things work togeth-
er for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.”  In the opening chap-
ter of this book, Alistair Begg describes the story of Joseph as a real-life illustration of
this verse.  God’s providential care of Joseph is traced through all the circumstances of
his life.    

Alistair Begg then goes on to show us how Joseph’s knowledge of God’s providential
care affects how he lives his life - he determines to make the most of every situation he
is in for God’s glory, he does not hold on to bitterness, he resists temptations, he deals
with suffering, and he forgives his brothers.  There’s a lot of practical lessons here for
living as a Christian.  There are also a lot of good points made about the similarities
between what happens to Joseph and what happens to Christ.  

This book is a great reminder that what we know about  God should impact our life.  As
Alistair Begg says, “What was it over the years that enabled Joseph to resist tempta-
tion, endure hardship, keep his spirits up even when people let him down, and keep on
going even when his circumstances were almost unbearable?  The answer was his the-
ology - what he knew and believed about God.”  

Beth Bogue

If you’d like to get a copy of this book, (at a price of £7), then please write your name
below and give this slip to Beth, and she’ll order you a copy.  

PLEASEPRINTYOUR NAME HERE





‘Visit our Website’
www.airdrierpcs.org

Listen to Andrew’ s sermon on



WE BELIEVE

* The Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament to be the infallible Word of
God and the supreme rule of faith and
practice

* In one God, existing as three differ-
ent equal persons; Father, Son and
Holy Spirit in the one Godhead.

*  That everyone is born a sinner,  and
as such is subject to the wrath of God
and the punishment of death.

* That Jesus Christ alonehas paid the
penalty for sin and is the only
Redeemer of men.

* That repentance of sin and turning in
faith to acceptJesus Christ as Saviour
is the only means of salvation from the
wrath of God and His ultimate eternal
punishment. 

* That it is the duty of Christians by
the help of the Holy Spirit to strive to
stop sinning and to live a life which
will bring glory to God.

* That Jesus Christ is the Ruler of
nations and should be acknowledged
as such by all. 

48 North Bridge S treet, Airdrie, ML6 6NE
www.Airdrierpcs.org


